[Lymphatic system: Anatomy, histology and physiology].
Our knowledge of the anatomy of the lymphatic system may have changed little, if at all, since the first descriptions of this system in the 17th and 18th centuries, but the identification of specific markers of lymphatic endothelial cells and of some of the genes involved in the occurrence of lymphoedema in humans has revolutionized our understanding. This article provides an overview of current fundamental knowledge relating to lymphoedema based on both the historical anatomy description and the most recent data about lymphangiogenesis.